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intimate interviews with Bismarck with a view to reknitting
the close personal relations between Tsar Alexander II and
Emperor William I, thus reviving the League of the Three
Emperors.20
Saburov, like all Russian diplomats, always had one eye
out for Russian control or influence at Constantinople. He
had realized in 1878 how easy it was for an English fleet
to threaten the Turkish capital and he feared for the future.
He therefore laid before Bismarck his view of Russia's
danger in a memorandum to the following effect. In 1833
Russia had aided Turkey against the victorious army of
Mehemet All, and was rewarded for this service by the
Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi, in which Turkey undertook to
close the Dardanelles to all enemy fleets which sought to
penetrate to the Black Sea. This stipulation, negotiated
exclusively for Russia's benefit, protected her southern
shores from hostile attack; but this stipulation was modi-
fied to her detriment by the Treaty of London of 1840 and
the Straits Convention of 1841, in which the principle of
the closure of the Straits, hitherto applied to entry into the
Black Sea, was equally extended to exit from it. Russia
was thus shut off from sending her navy into the Mediter-
ranean. These principles were confirmed in the Treaty of
Paris in 1856 which in addition forbade Russia and Turkey
to have ships of war on the Black Sea; this treaty remained
in force until the Treaty of London of 1871. The London
agreement, resulting from Russia's attempt to abrogate the
Black Sea Clauses while France and Germany had their
hands tied by the Franco-Prussian War, annulled the pro-
vision of 1856 forbidding Russian or Turkish war vessels
on the Black Sea, but admitted for the first time the princi-
ple that foreign navies might enter the Straits if the Sultan
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